
Joy Stafford Merrill

13 February 2017

Dear People:  

Please think as you act on the Biennium Budget for Connecticut State 
Parks.

The cut to our Park System, with 8-9 million visitors a year cannot be 
sustained with seasonal staff virtually eliminated.  Seasonal workers do 
85% of the park work.

The long term Park System budget can and must be stabilized by raising 
new revenue and by retaining collected park fees as was past practice. 
 Last year the cost of an attendant collecting would have easily been 
recouped by staffing EVERY day of the week!

If we want to increase tourism in our State we must maintain our wonderful 
parks.

Sincerely,

JOY Merrill
40R New Shore Road
Waterford, CT 06385


